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Seedcorn Grant Application Form

Completed applications should be emailed to:
research@macularsociety.org no later than 
5pm on 4 September 2026

RECEIPT OF ALL APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED

This form should be completed in Arial 14 point and submitted in Word document format. Applicants MUST adhere to word and page limits.

Please ensure your lay summary is written in plain English, suitable for lay members of our Research Committee and Board of Trustees. 

The Research Committee will meet to consider the full applications and a final decision will be made by Trustees in November 2026.

The Research Committee considers projects against the following criteria: 
· scientific quality
· innovation
· value for money
· relevance to the Macular Society's Research Strategy
· potential for obtaining further funding resulting from the proposed research

We will consider applications for clinical or laboratory-based research projects aimed at improving the treatment or quality of life of patients with macular disease. Projects must be able to demonstrate potential benefit to people with macular disease including age-related macular degeneration and macular dystrophies. 

Seedcorn programme grants are not intended to be used as ‘top-up’ funds to meet a shortfall in funding from another body.

We are relatively flexible about eligible project costs, which may include: 

· capital items (items over £2,500 require 3 written quotations once a grant is awarded)
· staff costs
· relevant consumables
· travel and communications – please justify any international travel costs
· administrative support
· computing costs


Please note - as a charity, we cannot contribute to University overheads. 

The Macular Society is a National Institute of Health Research RDN Non-commercial Partner.

The Macular Society will only support the use of protected animals:

· where no valid alternative exists
· where regard to animal welfare is a priority for the applicant
· where the applicant considers the possibilities to advance the refinement, reduction and replacement of animal use throughout the project

Please contact research@macularsociety.org with any queries.


	
1. Title of Project

	


	
2. Project duration (up to 1 year)
	

	
3. Proposed start date
	

	
4. Total funding requested (up to £25,000)
	

	
5. Applicant 

Name:
Current Post(s):
Address:


Phone:
Email:
	


	
6. Co-investigator(s)

Name:
Current Post(s):
Address:


Phone:
Email:
	

	
7. Collaborator(s)

Name:
Current Post(s):
Address:


Phone:
Email:
	










	
8. Grant administrator

Name:
Current Post(s):
Address:


Phone:
Email:

	









	9. Is / has a similar application been submitted elsewhere. If so, with what outcome?

100 words
	

	
10. Did you use AI tools (such as ChatGPT or Microsoft Copilot etc.) to help write this application? If so, please specify which tool(s) and how they were used. 
	









	
11. Which of the macular disease specific priorities of the Sight Loss and Vision Priority Setting Partnership does your application address and how?

200 words 
	














	
12. Does the project include procedures to be carried out on animals in the UK under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act?  

Have the necessary approvals been given by:
· The Home Office
· Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body?

If your project includes the use of animals, what would be the severity of the procedures?

Why is animal use necessary? Are there any other possible approaches?

Why is the species/model to be used the most appropriate?

Please justify the number of animals to be used per experiment, including details of any sample size calculations and/or statistical advice sought.

	
Yes/No














Yes/No/Not required

Yes/No/Not required





Mild/Moderate/Severe

Please provide details of any moderate or severe procedures.

	
13. Does the project need research ethics approval? 

If so, please specify which Research Ethics Committee and the timeline for decision.  

100 words
	














	
14. Have you included patients and the general public in development of your proposal? 


	










	15. Lay Summary - no more than 500 words (with no references), to include:  
· Rationale 
· Aim of the study 
· Method of investigation  
· Benefits or potential benefits to patients with macular disease 
· Explanation of why the Macular Society should support the project 
 
This lay summary will be provided to Macular Society Lay Panel members for review. Their collated views will be presented at the Research Committee meetings to aid discussions on which applications to shortlist/fund. The lay summary will also be sent to Trustees who will make the final funding decisions. 

Please ensure it is written in plain English and clearly outlines the rationale, aims, methods and potential benefits of this research.  
 


	

1. Rationale 
 
 
2. Aim of the study 
 
 
3. Method of investigation  
 
 
4. Benefits or potential benefits to patients with macular disease 
 
 
5. Explanation of why the Macular Society should support the project 










	16. Detailed description of the research proposal, to include:  
· The research question  
· Importance of the research  
· Aims  
· Background (work that has led up to the project) 
· Plan of investigation, methods and techniques (please justify sample size - include power analysis, if relevant) 
· Timetable and milestones 
· Expected outcomes 
· Method for evaluating the outcomes  
· Clinical benefit 
· How the proposal meets the criteria on page 1 this application form  

Please do not exceed 6 pages of this application form. Any additional pages will be deleted. 


	
































	17. References 

Maximum 1 Page. Please list citations in full. 

	










































	18. Departmental / institutional expertise, including experience in vision research, facilities and resources available to the project

Maximum 1 Page

	









































	

19.  Financial support requested


	
	
	Total £

	
Scientific or clinical staff costs 

	


	
Technical/Clerical staff costs

	


	
Total staff costs

	


	
Consumables expenses

	


	
Animal expenses

	


	
Equipment expenses

	


	
Other expenses (including travel)

	


	
Total support requested

	








	
20. Details of support requested


	
	
	Total £

	
Consumables expenses (please list)


	


	
Animal expenses (purchase and maintenance)


	

	
Equipment expenses

	


	
Other expenses (including travel)

	


	
Total 

	




Justification for support detailed above: 











	Curriculum Vitae – please complete a (maximum) 2 page CV for the applicant, co-investigator(s) and any named clinical/scientific staff. Please follow the format below. 

	
CURRICULUM VITAE OF APPLICANT 

Title: 	Forename(s): 	Surname:

Post(s) currently held: 

Date of Appointment(s): 	Expected date of Termination(s): 

With whom do you have your current contract of employment?

What will be your time contribution to this project per week?

Academic and Higher Qualifications: (subject, class, university, date, most recent first)

Previous three posts held: (with dates, most recent first)

Recent publications: (Maximum 10 relevant to the project)

Grant support: Please list grants held in the past five years, most recent first. 


	
CURRICULUM VITAE OF CO-INVESTIGATOR

Title: 	Forename(s): 	Surname:

Post(s) currently held: 

Date of Appointment(s): 	Expected date of Termination(s): 

With whom do you have your current contract of employment?

What will be your time contribution to this project per week?

Academic and Higher Qualifications: (subject, class, university, date, most recent first)

Previous three posts held: (with dates, most recent first)

Recent publications: (Maximum 10 relevant to the project)

Grant support: Please list grants held in the past five years, most recent first. 


	
CURRICULUM VITAE OF NAMED CLINICAL/SCIENTIFIC STAFF 

Title: 	Forename(s): 	Surname:

Post(s) currently held: 

Date of Appointment(s): 	Expected date of Termination(s): 

With whom do you have your current contract of employment?

What will be your time contribution to this project per week?

Academic and Higher Qualifications: (subject, class, university, date, most recent first)

Previous three posts held: (with dates, most recent first)

Recent publications: (Maximum 10 relevant to the project)

Grant support: Please list grants held in the past five years, most recent first. 


	
21. Supporting documents 

Please append scanned copies: 

· Any letters of support 
· Proof of Ethics Committee submission and approval if appropriate
· Home Office Licence reference numbers if appropriate 





	22. In submitting this application, the lead applicant confirms that they have sought the approval of the Head of Department and the Finance Office that will be responsible for the administration of the grant, and that these individuals have signed below.


	
Head of Department 

Name   __________________________________________



Signature   _______________________________________




Finance Officer 

Name   __________________________________________



Signature   _______________________________________
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